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A reader’s review of Peter J. Briscoe’s vision of eternity

After Reading Afterlife: Five Takeaways That Stayed with Me
Reading Afterlife by Peter J. Briscoe challenged many of the ordinary assumptions I had 
about eternity. The book does not present the afterlife as a vague, distant, or boring idea. 
Instead, it invites the reader to imagine it as a fuller, richer, and more solid reality than the 
life we know now. What struck me most was how practical the book felt: Briscoe’s 
reflections are not only about what happens after death, but also about how that future should 
shape the way we live today.
Here are the five major takeaways that stayed with me after reading the book.
1. This world is not the final reality
One of the strongest ideas in the book is that our present world, however real it feels, is not 
the most complete version of reality. Briscoe describes earthly life almost as a shadow or 
preview of something far more substantial. That idea reframed the way I think about heaven: 
not as a thin, ghostly place, but as the place where reality becomes most alive.
For me, this was a powerful reminder that faith is not an escape from reality. It is a way of 
seeing reality more clearly. The book helped me understand eternity as the fulfilment of 
creation rather than a departure from it.
That perspective made me ask what I may be overvaluing now — comfort, status, 
possessions, and reputation — compared with what will last.
2. Paradise is meaningful, but it is not the final destination
Another takeaway was the distinction Briscoe makes between Paradise and the final renewed 
creation. I found the idea helpful because it gives structure to a topic that can often feel 
confusing. Paradise is presented as real, conscious, and blessed, but also as intermediate — a 
place of rest while God’s larger plan moves toward resurrection and renewal.
This gave me a more complete picture of Christian hope. The ultimate future is not simply 
“going somewhere” after death; it is being raised, restored, and brought into the fullness of 
God’s renewed world.
3. Resurrection means embodied life, not floating spirits
Briscoe’s treatment of the resurrected body was one of the most memorable parts of the book. 
He emphasizes that the Christian future is not disembodied existence. God’s promise is 
resurrection: a transformed, healed, and glorified body that remains recognisably personal 
while no longer being limited by weakness, decay, or suffering.
As a reader, I appreciated how this made resurrection feel concrete rather than abstract. The 
afterlife is not less physical than this life; it is physical life made whole. That changed the 
tone of the subject from mysterious and distant to hopeful and deeply human.
4. Our choices now matter eternally
The book also made me think seriously about accountability. Briscoe presents the Bema Seat 
not as a terrifying courtroom scene for believers, but as an evaluation of faithfulness. That 
distinction matters. It suggests that grace saves us, but our lives still carry eternal 
significance.
This was both sobering and encouraging. The ordinary acts of obedience, service, sacrifice, 
and love that may go unnoticed now are not forgotten by God. The book made me want to 



live with greater intentionality, asking not only what is successful in the eyes of others, but 
what is faithful in the sight of Christ.
For me, this was one of the book’s most practical challenges: live today in light of the review 
that truly matters.
5. Suffering can be redeemed, not merely erased
Perhaps the most moving takeaway was Briscoe’s treatment of suffering. The book does not 
minimise pain or pretend that hardship is easy to understand. Instead, it points to the hope 
that God can redeem even the most painful parts of our story.
The image of suffering being turned into something beautiful stayed with me. It suggests that 
eternity does not simply wipe away the past as though it never happened. Rather, God 
transforms what was broken into something meaningful, healed, and glorious.
That idea gave the book a pastoral quality. It speaks not only to curiosity about the afterlife, 
but also to grief, endurance, and hope in the present.
Final reflection
Afterlife is a thought-provoking and hope-filled book. What I appreciated most was that it 
moved the subject of eternity out of the realm of clichés and into something vivid, biblical, 
and relevant. Briscoe writes in a way that encourages readers to take the future seriously 
without losing sight of the present.
My main impression after reading the book is that the afterlife is not an optional doctrine 
sitting at the edge of faith. It is central to how we understand life, death, suffering, purpose, 
and hope. These five takeaways left me with a stronger desire to live faithfully now, with my 
eyes fixed on the reality still to come.


